
The mouth of the river “Dransemündung” in the district of Zepernick in the municipality of Panke-
tal has been redesigned as a near-natural experience and recreation area. A Kneipp entry into 
the river Panke, play and sports equipment and a picnic area invite visitors to linger. When rede-
signing the area, nature conservation and water protection were always taken into account.

The area between the Straße der Jugend, the Panke 
and the Dranse in the district of Zepernick is one of the 
last green places in the heart of Panketal. Against the 
backdrop of the steady influx of new residents and the 
increasing sealing of areas, the desire grew in the mu-
nicipality to offer a local and natural recreational oppor-
tunity in the countryside. The approximately three-hec-
tare area was redesigned in such a way that it invites 
people to linger and offers opportunities for play and 
exercise for all generations and families. In the process, 
it was also important to preserve and enhance existing 
green spaces and the flora and fauna – also against the 
backdrop of climate change. 

Next to the Kneipp entry into the Panke, a picnic area 
was created at the mouth of the Dranse river. There are 
now also hammocks as a way to relax. A barrier-free 
carousel was built for people with limited mobility. On 
the Berlin-Usedom cycle path, which runs through the 
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 9 Creation of experience and recreation areas  
for all generations

 9 Remediation of contaminated sites

 9 Improving nature and water conservation  
through watercourse rehabilitation and monitoring

 9 Conservation of flora and fauna

 9 Upgrading the municipality of Panketal and  
increasing the attractiveness of the region  
for the citizens and cycle tourists of the  
Berlin-Usedom Cycle Route

 9 Preservation of green spaces as a contribution  
to better climate protection 

grounds, bicycle stands were set up, a fitness track with 
sports and play equipment and new paths including light-
ing were created. Among others, schoolchildren will also 
benefit from this, because in the future they will cross the 
area on their way to a new gymnasium that is being built 
not far away. In addition, the facility will also be used for 
natural history lessons. The construction of the entire re-
design was largely financed by funding from the Europe-
an Regional Development Fund (ERDF). The project was 
also part of the Urban Development Competition of the 
State of Brandenburg.  

Harmony between humans and nature
In addition to creating recreational and exercise are-
as, the measure also focused on nature conservation, 
water issues and water management. Contaminated 
sites were removed, trees and hedges were planted and 
resting areas for amphibians were created. The special 
feature of the site is that the Zepernick baths used to 
be located here. Remains of the concrete pool are still 
in the ground. Over the years, a unique biotope devel-
oped in it, which could be preserved in the course of the 
conversion. Especially in the summer months, however, 
it often threatened to “tip over” due to the lack of fresh 
water. Through comprehensive water monitoring, the 
lack of oxygen can now be counteracted by aeration 
with a circulation pump and the addition of nitrate. If the 
water threatens to tip over, countermeasures are initiated 
immediately. The constant monitoring of temperature, 
water level and oxygen content by the municipality of 
Panketal is unique and thus a model for many other 
municipalities that would like to see similar upgrading for 
their water bodies.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Mayor Maximilian Wonke tests the Kneipp entry into the Panke at the opening of the adventure 
area in July 2021 © Gemeinde Panketal / Frank Wollgast

The wishes of children and young people were 
also included in the planning of the project after 
participation. A total of almost 300 suggestions 
were received. It became clear that the topic of 
climbing was of great importance to 41 % of the 
respondents. Therefore, there is now a climbing 
facility that is already well used.

A fitness trail with various sports equipment and scaffolding was implemented along  
the Berlin-Usedom cycle path © Gemeinde Panketal / Frank Wollgast


